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Annual Meeting – The annual meeting will be held on 

Tuesday, October 13, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. in the St. 

Mary’s County Agricultural Services Center meeting 
room.  The Ag Services building is located at 26737 

Radio Station Way, Leonardtown, MD.   

 

Annual Meeting Agenda 
 

 Several agenda items will be addressed at the 

annual meeting.  Maryland Farm Bureau (MFB) is a 
grassroots organization, deriving its policy from its 

members.  Members are invited at the annual meeting to 

submit policy resolutions for consideration and vote. 
Policies supporting or opposing various issues are 

solicited from the county farm bureaus.  Resolutions that 

are passed at the county meeting will be forwarded to 

MFB for consideration and vote at the annual state 
convention in December.  Participants at the county 

meeting will be asked to select three priority issues of 

concern for 2021 from a list of issues supplied by MFB.  
We will also review several MFB policies for updates.  

We will hold the election of St. Mary’s County Farm 

Bureau officers and directors for 2021 and also select 
our county MFB delegates to represent us at the annual 

state convention.  Other appropriate business may also 

be addressed.  

 

Health Requirements for Meeting Attendees 

  

 St. Mary’s County government has authorized 
reopening of public venues at reduced capacity and with 

certain safety requirements, due to the ongoing COVID-

19 pandemic.  

 Members attending the farm bureau annual 
meeting will be required to wear a face covering or mask 

during the meeting.  Seating will be arranged to comply 

with physical distancing requirements.  Furnishings will 
be sanitized before and after the meeting. 

  

Policy Proposals for Annual Meeting 
 

 Several policy proposals will be brought forward 

for discussion and vote at the annual meeting. 

 The first is a proposal to amend the section of 

the state Right to Farm law for Commercial Fishing or 

Seafood Operations to support aquaculture.  Next is a 
proposal to increase penalties for thefts from aquaculture 

operations.  Last is a policy that supports the right of 

farmers to purchase trailer tags via out-of-state title 

service agents. 
 Any member may bring forward a policy 

proposal at the annual meeting.  Please send an 

electronic copy of the proposal to President Thomas 
before the meeting so copies can be made for the 

meeting. 

 

Nominations for Officers and Directors 

 

 A Nominating Committee has been appointed to 

solicit voting members to fill vacancies on the board.   
 The committee has nominated the following 

individuals for officers and directors for 2021: 

President: James K. Raley, Jr. 
Vice President: Joe “Tony” St. Clair* 

Directors: Donnie Braun, Jr.*  Sara Hayden*, Thomas 

Norris*, Talmage Petty*, Joseph "Sonny" Trossbach*, 
Joe Wood* Michael P Van Ryswick and Joan Bearden. 

(* = Incumbent). 

 These individuals will be voted on at the annual 

membership meeting.  Nominations may also be made 
from the floor for officers and directors. 

 

Legislative Review 

 
Since 1947, the St. Mary’s County Farm Bureau 

has represented you in Leonardtown, Annapolis, and 

Washington D.C.   

 This year’s General Assembly session was like 
no other. The session started off with one of, if not the 

highest, number of bills introduced in a single session. 

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, session was cut short by 
nearly 3 weeks. Even with a severely shortened session, 

Maryland Farm Bureau was successful in getting 12 bills 

passed this year that will help our farmers. 

 Locally, President Bryan Thomas is representing 
agriculture on the county’s Solar Task Force.  Director 



 

 

Rita Weaver serves on the Animal Control Advisory 

Board.  Directors Weaver and Stanley Boothe 

represented agriculture on a workgroup that reviewed the 

new county Storm Water Pollution and Illicit Discharge 
and Detection (IDDE) Ordinance.  Development of the 

IDDE was required by the Maryland Department of the 

Environment.  The initial draft of the ordinance 
contained some provisions that could have placed some 

unfunded burdens on agriculture.  Changes made to the 

ordinance, at the request of farm bureau, will align 

requirements of the ordinance with existing Maryland 
Dept. of Agriculture and Soil Conservation regulations 

and practices.  Farm bureau considers the ordinance to 

be a another tool that will protect our natural resources 
while not adding to increased costs for farmers. 

  

Directors complete terms of office 
 

 St. Mary’s Farm Bureau thanks President Bryan 

Thomas, Sr. for his leadership during his tenure as 

president.  Farm bureau also thanks Directors Robert W. 
“Bobby” Raley and Jeff Raley, Sr., for serving as 

members of the board of directors for the past six years.   

  

Miss Farm Bureau Program 
 

 Miss Sophie Anderson of California, MD was 
selected as the 2020 Miss St. Mary’s Farm Bureau. 

Sophie is a senior at Leonardtown High School and she 

is also enrolled at CSM.  She is a member of the Tudor 

Hall 4H Club and raises wool sheep, hogs, and chickens 
for her 4H projects.  Our sincerest congratulations go out 

to Sophie who won 4
th
  runner up in the Miss Maryland 

Agriculture program that was held on Aug. 27 via a 
virtual competition, necessitated by the coronavirus 

pandemic.  Sophie is the daughter of Weylin and Minda 

Anderson. 

 Miss Emily Mae Gale, a 7
th
 grader at the 

Chesapeake Public Charter School, was selected as the 

Farm Bureau Junior Miss.  She raises dairy goats, pigs, 

lambs, fruit, and vegetables on her family’s farm.  Emily 
has been a member of the Tudor Hall 4H Club for six 

years and is currently the treasurer. 

 Miss Dolly-Mae Anderson was selected as our 
Little Miss.  She is a 4

th
 grader at Evergreen Elementary 

School.  Dolly helps her siblings raise sheep, hogs, 

chickens, rabbits, and fruits and vegetables on her 

family’s farm.  She has been a member of the Tudor Hall 
4H Club for five years. 

The young ladies will be representing farm bureau by 

attending events around the county throughout the year.  
  

 

 

Women’s Leadership Committee  
 

 President Thomas appointed Mrs. Abigail Sivak 

as Chair of the Women’s Leadership Committee (WLC). 
The committee is looking for new members.  The WLC 

carries out a variety of projects that advance agriculture 

and farm bureau goals and provides an opportunity for 
women to become involved in all aspects of the St. 

Mary’s County Farm Bureau.   

 For information on how you can become a 

member of your local Women’s Committee, contact 
Abigail Sivak (240) 538-3072.  

 

Young Farmers Committee 
   

 The St. Mary’s County Farm Bureau is looking 

for a young farmer between the ages of 18 and 30 to 
chair the Young Farmer’s Committee (YFC).  The YFC 

is presently under the leadership of Director Susan 

Vallandingham.  Please call Ms. Vallandingham at (301) 

536-0774 if you would like more information about the 
position.  

 The YFC continues to collect aluminum flip tabs 

to support the work of the Ronald McDonald 
Foundation.  The Foundation, in turn, supports the 

Children’s Hospitals that serve our area by providing 

respite and housing services to the families of seriously 
ill and injured children in the hospital.  Flip tabs can be 

dropped off at the Farm Bureau Office in the Ag 

Services Center Building on Radio Station Way in 

Leonardtown.   
 

Citrus and Nut Program 
 
 Maryland Farm Bureau is no longer 

coordinating the Citrus and Nut Program for county farm 

bureaus.  Consequently, we will not be offering the 

program this year.  Farm bureau will revisit this issue to 
ascertain if we can offer the program in 2021. 

 

NATIONWIDE AGENTS 
 

Contact one of the Nationwide Agents to check on the 

discounts still offered to regular, voting members on car 
and homeowners insurance. Nationwide agents for St. 

Mary’s County are: 

 

Frank Goldbach. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 301-862-7283 
Judi Sterling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .301-994-0401 

J. Patrick Haley II. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .301-475-2866 

 

St. Mary’s County Farm Bureau 

26737 Radio Station Way, Ste. G 

Leonardtown, MD  20650 



 

 

www.mdfarmbureau.com/st-marys/ 

 

2019 Officers 

L. Bryan Thomas, Sr., President 

Joe “Tony” St. Clair, Vice President 

President L. Bryan Thomas, Sr., Secretary 

Director Donnie Braun, Treasurer 

Ms. Abigale Sivak, Chair, Women’s Committee 

Dir. Susan Vallandingham, Chair, Young Farmers 

 

2020 Board of Directors  

Jos. “Sonny” Trossbach 1
st
 District 

Tommy Trossbach 1
st
 District  

Tommy Norris 2
nd

 District 

Stanley J. Boothe 2
nd

 District 

Wes Cory 3
rd

 District 

Robert Beale 3
rd

 District 

Brian Oliver 4
th

 District 

Donnie Braun, Jr. 4
th
 District 

Joe Wood 5
th
 District 

Jeffrey Raley, Sr., 5
th
 District 

Talmage Petty 6
th

  District 

Sarah Hayden 6
th
 District 

  Susan Vallandingham 7
th

 District 

Robert W. Raley 7
th

 District 

Rita Weaver 8
th
 District 

Rhonda Richie 8
th

 District 
 

 
 

 

 
Bryan Thomas Construction LLC 

 

SPECIALIZING IN NEW HOME 

CONSTRUCTION, ADDITIONS, AND 

RENNOVATIONS.  LICENSED CONTRACTOR 

40501 Bishop Road 

Mechanicsville MD 20659 

301-475-5787 Office 

301-475-7087 Fax 

Thomasconstruction@md.metrocast.net

 


