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June 6, 2019 
 
Secretary Ben Grumbles 
Maryland Department of the Environment 
1800 Washington Boulevard 
Baltimore, MD 21230 
 
Re: Proposed Draft of Maryland’s Phase III Watershed Implementation Plan 
 
Dear Secretary Grumbles: 
 
Agriculture has played a major role in efforts to improve the Chesapeake Bay and achieve 
Maryland’s water quality goals. We understand that there is still work to be done, and we are 
committed to setting the example in best management practice implementation to continue 
working towards Bay cleanup goals. On behalf of our 26,000 Maryland Farm Bureau families, 
we submit the following comments to the agriculture portion of the Phase III Watershed 
Implementation Plan (WIP) for your consideration: 
 
 Additional Soil Conservation Technicians Needed 

The stakeholder input process made it abundantly clear that additional Soil 
Conservation Technicians will need to be hired for Maryland to reach 2025 Bay cleanup 
goals. Many counties are not sufficiently staffed at the Soil Conservation District to be 
able to keep up with new best management practice implementations (BMP), on top of 
existing BMP recertifications. Maryland Farm Bureau requests that the administration 
move forward with adding the needed technicians to the Soil Conservation Districts. 
 
Cost Share Funding Critical to BMP Implementation 
Maryland farmers are suffering from low commodity prices and extreme market 
volatility. With a depressed farm economy, many will struggle to afford the additional 
cost of implementing new BMPs. State and federal cost share funding will be critical for 
agriculture to make necessary changes. Maryland Farm Bureau encourages the 
administration to appropriate sufficient funding to ensure additional BMPs can be 
implemented. 

 
We appreciate the efforts of the administration to thoroughly gather necessary information 
while drafting the proposed goals. The involvement of stakeholders through public meetings at 
the county level has allowed us to offer attainable goals in our cleanup efforts. As a grassroots 
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organization, we are supportive of the transparency of the process and allowing our members’ 
voices to be heard.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. Maryland Farm Bureau prides itself in 
being the voice of Maryland agriculture, and we believe these comments represent our 
Maryland farmers. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Colby Ferguson 
Director of Government Relations 
Maryland Farm Bureau 


