
Election Brings Winners All Around for Farm Bureau 

By Valerie Connelly, Executive Director 

Maryland Farm Bureau can celebrate some real homegrown winners from the November 6th 

General Election results. Nine Farm Bureau leaders who have served on county Boards - as 

presidents, on the state Board or as state president - were elected to office this week. 

On the Eastern Shore, Delegate Charles Otto was elected to a third term in District 38A. Charles 

grew up in Wicomico and Somerset County Farm Bureaus, serving in numerous leadership 

positions, including county president and state director, prior to his election to the House of 

Delegates in 2010. 

Caroline County Commissioner Wilbur Levengood, Jr, was re-elected as well. Wilbur served as 

county president and state director for Caroline County Farm Bureau before his local public 

service career began. 

Newly entering the political arena straight from county and state board service are: Tom Mason 

of Kent County as County Commissioner; Al Miller of Cecil County as County Councilman; 

Charles Laird of Somerset as County Commissioner; Steuart Pittman of Anne Arundel County as 

the new County Executive; Buddy Hance, former state Farm Bureau President, as Calvert 

County Commissioner; and from Charles County, BJ Bowling was elected as Commissioner, and 

David Hancock was elected to the Board of Education. 

The Farm Bureau family is so proud of our members who are using their talents and expertise 

to serve the larger community! Good government starts with good people, and Marylanders 

will be well-served with these folks in public office. 

At the state level, Maryland Farm Bureau PAC was involved in more than 100 races this year. 

There was a great deal of turnover as senior legislators retired and challengers ran significant 

campaigns beginning with the primary in June. The MFB PAC endorsed and invested in 71 

State House and 33 State Senate races. The PAC supported Governor Larry Hogan and 

Comptroller Peter Franchot for re-election. By the end of Election Day, we were successful in 

88% of the races on the state-level ballot. For a full list of a campaign results, check out the 
Board of Elections site: https://elections.maryland.gov/county_status_page_root.html . 

The 2019 General Assembly session will get underway in January with 18 new Senators and 44 

new Delegates. Now more than ever, your Farm Bureau membership is important as we work 

to explain the benefits and challenges of farming in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. Please 

renew, sign new members, and plan to participate in our Day in Annapolis in late January. 
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