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Ohio Farm Bureau Board visits Maryland to Talk Water Quality 
Colby Ferguson, Government Relations Director 

On June 19th, thirty-two Ohio Farm Bureau Board of Directors and staff expanded their Washington, DC fly-in 
by making a trip to the Chesapeake Bay.  Maryland Farm Bureau board members and staff hosted the group. 
With Ohio becoming more and more involved with improving water quality, the group was interested in how 
Maryland farmers became the leaders in water quality and soil conservation. 

The day began with a stop at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation headquarters where the group saw a scenic view 
of the Bay and then sat down for a panel presentation on Water Quality Improvement and how Agriculture fits 
into that scenario. The Water Quality panel consisted of Hans Schmidt, Assistant Secretary for Resource 
Conservation with Maryland Department of Agriculture; Lindsay Thompson, Executive Director, Maryland 
Association of Soil Conservation Districts & Maryland Grain Producers; Doug Myers, Maryland Senior 
Scientist, Chesapeake Bay Foundation; and Trey Hill, Harbor View Farms in Kent County, MD.  Each panelist 
talked about how agriculture has played and continues to play an important part in the Bay clean-up.  With Ohio 
becoming more and more involved with improving water quality, the group was interested in how Maryland 
farmers became the leaders in water quality and soil conservation.  The panel discussed the history of nutrient 
management - transitioning practices from voluntary to mandatory and shifting focus from nitrogen to 
phosphorus.  There was discussion on the Phosphorus Management Tool and the Cover Crop Program.  There 
were many questions on how the programs are funded and how much it costs farmers to implement so many of 
these best management practices.  To finish off the stay at the CBF headquarters, the group was treated with 
some fresh ice cream from Chuck Fry’s Rocky Point Creamery.   

The group boarded the bus and then headed across the bridge to tour the University of Maryland’s Wye 
Research & Education Center.  John Draper, Maryland Farm Bureau’s 2nd Vice President and current employee 
at the Wye, gave the bus tour and talked about many of the research projects currently underway.  At the 
conclusion of the bus tour, the group was able to get off the bus and see firsthand Dr. Ken Staver’s water quality 
research project that has been collecting and researching surface water runoff on two fields for more than a 
decade. Dr. Staver is the lead UMD researcher on water quality Best Management Practices (BMPs). 

The evening concluded with a stop at Harris’s Crab House where several Nationwide Insurance VIP’s and 
board members from Delaware Farm Bureau joined the group for a nice Maryland-style steamed crab feast.  
Maryland Farm Bureau shared their state policy on several water quality improvement sections for Ohio Farm 
Bureau to use to ensure their farmer’s voice is being heard when implementing water quality BMP’s on Ohio 
farms.   

Farmers need to stay profitable to be able to fully implement water quality BMP’s and effectively maintain 
those BMP’s year after year.  Maryland has done a good job at incentivizing farmers to implement the costly 
BMP’s on their farms.  The carrot approach to water quality improvements has proven to be much more 
successful than the hammer approach here in Maryland.  Hopefully other states will do the same when working 
to address non-point source water quality improvements.      


