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By TAMARA WARD
tward@somdnews.com

Sheriff Mike Evans’ (R) 
legislative request to con-
vert correctional officers 
to correctional deputies, 
giving him direct over-
sight of the selection and 
disciplinary process at the 
county’s detention center, 
received new life under 
the new Calvert County 
Board of Commission-
ers. The measure, which 
requires a constitutional 
amendment, was proce-
durally shot down by the 
prior board.

The measure was re-
introduced Tuesday for 
consideration, along with 
four other legislative pro-
posals addressing a cor-
rectional personnel bill of 
rights, extension of emer-
gency personnel benefits 
and $10.3 million in bond-
ing authority for five capi-
tal projects.

The initial request 
stalled Nov. 13 under the 
former board, as the vote 
count was 2–2, with Com-
missioner Steve Weems 
(R) and former Commis-
sioner Pat Nutter (R) 

opposing. Then Commis-
sioners’ President Evan 
Slaughenhoupt (R) was 
absent, therefore unable 
to break the tie. 

County Attorney John 
Norris re-presented the 
failed request to convert 
the detention center’s of-
ficers to correctional dep-
uties. Evans and several 
correctional officers were 
on hand to support efforts 
to unite both the sheriff’s 
office and detention cen-
ter under one authority.

“This is long overdue. 
The Maryland Police 
Training Commission 
and Correction Training 
Commission — they es-
tablished the rules for 
how you hire and fire, 
and we just want to be on 
same page,” Evans said. 
“It’s time to put it right, 
and it belongs under the 
sheriff.”

Currently, Calvert’s 
Department of Human 
Resources has purview 
over the hiring and disci-
plinary  actions  of  correc-

Board gives 
new life to 
sheriff’s bill
Newest commissioner board OKs 
bonding authority, other requests

By TAMARA WARD
tward@somdnews.com

The Calvert County Farm 
Bureau shared agricultural con-
cerns with state legislators and 
county commissioners at its an-
nual dinner in Prince Frederick 
on Monday.

Farm Bureau President Ja-
son Leavitt called the event an 
“organic town hall” giving farm 
bureau members the opportu-
nity to bring new officials up to 
speed on the issues that are im-
portant to Calvert’s agricultural 
community.

“The elephant in the room is 

the [agricultural preservation] 
program,” Leavitt said. “That is 
absolutely a topic that needs to 
be addressed.”

Leavitt said he was disappoint-
ed with the former board of 
commissioners’ decision to de-
fer any action on the Purchase 
and Retirement Program to 
the next board during a Dec. 4, 
2018, work session intended to 
set PAR fund prices and put into 
motion the county’s purchase of 
transferable development rights 

Ag preservation 
dominates dinner
Farm bureau hosts annual legislative event

STAFF PHOTO BY DANDAN ZOU

Rappaport takes the oath 
After winning last year’s election, Andrew Rappaport (R), right, is sworn in Mon-
day afternoon as the new state’s attorney of Calvert County by Kathy Smith, clerk 
of the circuit court, in Calvert’s circuit court, replacing longtime former state’s 
attorney Laura Martin.

By DANDAN ZOU
dzou@somdnews.com

A new report rates the 
health of the Chesapeake 
Bay at D+, a first-time de-
cline in a decade since the 
Chesapeake Bay Founda-
tion started the biennial 
report in 1998.

Released on Monday, 
the report attributes the 
bay’s decline largely to the 
record-breaking amount 
of rain that washed more 
pollution into the bay last 
year.

“Simply put, the bay suf-
fered a massive assault 

in 2018,” said Will Baker, 
president of the Chesa-
peake Foundation, in a 
press conference Monday. 
“The bay’s sustained im-
provement was reversed 
in 2018, exposing just how 
fragile the recovery is.”

The current state of the 
bay is measured against a 
theoretical 100 — essen-
tially the idyllic bay Capt. 
John Smith creatively de-
scribed when he arrived 
in the early 17th century. 
The new report gives the 
bay a score of 33, down 
one point from 2016.

“Cleaning up the bay is 
long-term and difficult. 
Setbacks happen,” Alison 
Prost, the foundation’s 
Maryland executive di-
rector, said in a statement. 
“In Maryland, we’re grap-
pling with heavy rains this 
year that caused extended 
high flows in the Susque-
hanna River, which 
flushed debris, sediment 
and other pollutants into 
the bay.”

In local counties like St. 
Mary’s, weather watchers 
recorded rainfall inches 
ranging from mid 50s to 
the  high  70s , far  surpass-

Bay’s score drops to a D+
Scientists say record rain to blame 
for first decline in the past decade
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By TAMARA WARD
tward@somdnews.com

Community pharma-
cist Surinder Singal is 
fighting for his profes-
sional livelihood. The 
Dunkirk resident owns 
an independent pharma-
cy in Deale.

Singal, 71, was a phar-
macist at Calvert’s hos-
pital before opening 
his first independent 
pharmacy in Owings, 
eventually relocating to 
Huntingtown, Deale and 
Lusby before returning 
to Deale in 2012.

He asserts that for 
more than a year, he has 
been underpaid for the 
costs of filling prescrip-
tions through the Mary-
land Medical Assistance 
program, also known as 
Medicaid, which admin-
isters health services for 
low-income residents. 
He places the blame on 
state contractors known 
as pharmacy benefit 
managers and managed 
care organizations.

“Every time we fill 
a prescription it costs 
$10.49,” Singal said, not-
ing the professional fee 
paid to pharmacists, de-
termined by state from 
data collections. “I need 
$10.49 plus the cost of 
the drug to break even.”

The state contracts 
with PBMs for the provi-
sion of prescriptions for 
Medicaid. The top PBMs 
in Maryland are Care-

mark, owned by CVS, 
and Express Scripts, 
owned by Cigna. PBMs 
pay pharmacies through 
MCOs, such as Priority 
Partners and MedStar 
Family Choice. The state 
also makes direct pay-
ments to pharmacies for 
a fraction of its Medicaid 
prescriptions. Those are 
referred to as fees for 
service.

Singal keeps many 

correspondences he 
has sent to state and 
federal legislators, even 
Gov.  Larry  Hogan  (R)  
and  President  Donald  
Trump (R),  in  hopes  
they  will take  up  his  
cause.  He’s heard  from  
all,  except  for Trump.  
Appended  to each  letter  
are  pages  of prescription 

Planning study  

to ease traffic  

in the works

Inside, Page A3

Trying to stay afloat
Pharmacist fights for livelihood, cost transparency

STAFF PHOTO BY TAMARA WARD

Dunkirk resident and community pharmacist Surinder Singal fills 
a prescription at his pharmacy in neighboring Deale. Singal has 
waged a war on decreasing reimbursements costs from insur-
ance companies that may put him out of business and leave his 
four employees without a job.
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By TAMARA WARD
tward@somdnews.com

Longtime Maryland 
Senate President Thom-
as V. Mike Miller Jr. 
(D-Calvert, Charles, 
Prince George’s) an-
nounced Thursday he 
has prostate cancer and 
will be undergoing che-
motherapy during the 
legislative session. Mill-
er plans to fully preside 
this session.

Many who traveled in 
his circles were already 

aware the 
nine-term 
S e n a t e 
president 
had been 
s t r u g -
gling with 
back pain 
and pain 
manage-
ment issues after hip and 
knee replacement sur-
gery last year. Miller, 76, 

Miller says he is 
battling cancer
Expected to preside this session

Miller
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By TAMARA WARD
tward@somdnews.com

Sheriff Mike Evans’ (R) 
legislative request to con-
vert correctional officers 
to correctional deputies, 
giving him direct over-
sight of the selection and 
disciplinary process at the 
county’s detention center, 
received new life under 
the new Calvert County 
Board of Commission-
ers. The measure, which 
requires a constitutional 
amendment, was proce-
durally shot down by the 
prior board.

The measure was re-
introduced Tuesday for 
consideration, along with 
four other legislative pro-
posals addressing a cor-
rectional personnel bill of 
rights, extension of emer-
gency personnel benefits 
and $10.3 million in bond-
ing authority for five capi-
tal projects.

The initial request 
stalled Nov. 13 under the 
former board, as the vote 
count was 2–2, with Com-
missioner Steve Weems 
(R) and former Commis-
sioner Pat Nutter (R) 

opposing. Then Commis-
sioners’ President Evan 
Slaughenhoupt (R) was 
absent, therefore unable 
to break the tie. 

County Attorney John 
Norris re-presented the 
failed request to convert 
the detention center’s of-
ficers to correctional dep-
uties. Evans and several 
correctional officers were 
on hand to support efforts 
to unite both the sheriff’s 
office and detention cen-
ter under one authority.

“This is long overdue. 
The Maryland Police 
Training Commission 
and Correction Training 
Commission — they es-
tablished the rules for 
how you hire and fire, 
and we just want to be on 
same page,” Evans said. 
“It’s time to put it right, 
and it belongs under the 
sheriff.”

Currently, Calvert’s 
Department of Human 
Resources has purview 
over the hiring and disci-
plinary  actions  of  correc-

Board gives 
new life to 
sheriff’s bill
Newest commissioner board OKs 
bonding authority, other requests

By TAMARA WARD
tward@somdnews.com

The Calvert County Farm 
Bureau shared agricultural con-
cerns with state legislators and 
county commissioners at its an-
nual dinner in Prince Frederick 
on Monday.

Farm Bureau President Ja-
son Leavitt called the event an 
“organic town hall” giving farm 
bureau members the opportu-
nity to bring new officials up to 
speed on the issues that are im-
portant to Calvert’s agricultural 
community.

“The elephant in the room is 

the [agricultural preservation] 
program,” Leavitt said. “That is 
absolutely a topic that needs to 
be addressed.”

Leavitt said he was disappoint-
ed with the former board of 
commissioners’ decision to de-
fer any action on the Purchase 
and Retirement Program to 
the next board during a Dec. 4, 
2018, work session intended to 
set PAR fund prices and put into 
motion the county’s purchase of 
transferable development rights 

Ag preservation 
dominates dinner
Farm bureau hosts annual legislative event

STAFF PHOTO BY DANDAN ZOU

Rappaport takes the oath 
After winning last year’s election, Andrew Rappaport (R), right, is sworn in Mon-
day afternoon as the new state’s attorney of Calvert County by Kathy Smith, clerk 
of the circuit court, in Calvert’s circuit court, replacing longtime former state’s 
attorney Laura Martin.

By DANDAN ZOU
dzou@somdnews.com

A new report rates the 
health of the Chesapeake 
Bay at D+, a first-time de-
cline in a decade since the 
Chesapeake Bay Founda-
tion started the biennial 
report in 1998.

Released on Monday, 
the report attributes the 
bay’s decline largely to the 
record-breaking amount 
of rain that washed more 
pollution into the bay last 
year.

“Simply put, the bay suf-
fered a massive assault 

in 2018,” said Will Baker, 
president of the Chesa-
peake Foundation, in a 
press conference Monday. 
“The bay’s sustained im-
provement was reversed 
in 2018, exposing just how 
fragile the recovery is.”

The current state of the 
bay is measured against a 
theoretical 100 — essen-
tially the idyllic bay Capt. 
John Smith creatively de-
scribed when he arrived 
in the early 17th century. 
The new report gives the 
bay a score of 33, down 
one point from 2016.

“Cleaning up the bay is 
long-term and difficult. 
Setbacks happen,” Alison 
Prost, the foundation’s 
Maryland executive di-
rector, said in a statement. 
“In Maryland, we’re grap-
pling with heavy rains this 
year that caused extended 
high flows in the Susque-
hanna River, which 
flushed debris, sediment 
and other pollutants into 
the bay.”

In local counties like St. 
Mary’s, weather watchers 
recorded rainfall inches 
ranging from mid 50s to 
the  high  70s , far  surpass-

Bay’s score drops to a D+
Scientists say record rain to blame 
for first decline in the past decade

See FARM 

Page A7

See SHERIFF 

Page A6

See BAY 

Page A4

By TAMARA WARD
tward@somdnews.com

Community pharma-
cist Surinder Singal is 
fighting for his profes-
sional livelihood. The 
Dunkirk resident owns 
an independent pharma-
cy in Deale.

Singal, 71, was a phar-
macist at Calvert’s hos-
pital before opening 
his first independent 
pharmacy in Owings, 
eventually relocating to 
Huntingtown, Deale and 
Lusby before returning 
to Deale in 2012.

He asserts that for 
more than a year, he has 
been underpaid for the 
costs of filling prescrip-
tions through the Mary-
land Medical Assistance 
program, also known as 
Medicaid, which admin-
isters health services for 
low-income residents. 
He places the blame on 
state contractors known 
as pharmacy benefit 
managers and managed 
care organizations.

“Every time we fill 
a prescription it costs 
$10.49,” Singal said, not-
ing the professional fee 
paid to pharmacists, de-
termined by state from 
data collections. “I need 
$10.49 plus the cost of 
the drug to break even.”

The state contracts 
with PBMs for the provi-
sion of prescriptions for 
Medicaid. The top PBMs 
in Maryland are Care-

mark, owned by CVS, 
and Express Scripts, 
owned by Cigna. PBMs 
pay pharmacies through 
MCOs, such as Priority 
Partners and MedStar 
Family Choice. The state 
also makes direct pay-
ments to pharmacies for 
a fraction of its Medicaid 
prescriptions. Those are 
referred to as fees for 
service.

Singal keeps many 

correspondences he 
has sent to state and 
federal legislators, even 
Gov.  Larry  Hogan  (R)  
and  President  Donald  
Trump (R),  in  hopes  
they  will take  up  his  
cause.  He’s heard  from  
all,  except  for Trump.  
Appended  to each  letter  
are  pages  of prescription 
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Trying to stay afloat
Pharmacist fights for livelihood, cost transparency

STAFF PHOTO BY TAMARA WARD

Dunkirk resident and community pharmacist Surinder Singal fills 
a prescription at his pharmacy in neighboring Deale. Singal has 
waged a war on decreasing reimbursements costs from insur-
ance companies that may put him out of business and leave his 
four employees without a job.
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By TAMARA WARD
tward@somdnews.com

Longtime Maryland 
Senate President Thom-
as V. Mike Miller Jr. 
(D-Calvert, Charles, 
Prince George’s) an-
nounced Thursday he 
has prostate cancer and 
will be undergoing che-
motherapy during the 
legislative session. Mill-
er plans to fully preside 
this session.

Many who traveled in 
his circles were already 

aware the 
nine-term 
S e n a t e 
president 
had been 
s t r u g -
gling with 
back pain 
and pain 
manage-
ment issues after hip and 
knee replacement sur-
gery last year. Miller, 76, 

Miller says he is 
battling cancer
Expected to preside this session

Miller
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By words and deeds,
his was a life well-lived.

He deserves a resting place
that will honor his existence

for generations to come.
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Owings, Maryland
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Crematory P.A.
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Walter David Staley

Walter David Staley, 90, small busi-

ness owner and flying enthusiast who 

grew up in Chicago, Illinois, slipped the 

surly bonds of earth on January 6, 2019.

Growing up in Chicago, he parked 

cars in a garage managed by his father. 

After high school, he became a Sar-

gent with the Air Force Military Police. 

Walter once appeared on an Air Force 

recruiting poster. He was attracted to 

fast cars, planes and motorcycles. He 

named his Studebaker “One Red Hot” 

believed to be the fastest in Southern 

Maryland. He enjoyed watching boxing 

matches and had a great fondness for 

Mickey Mantle.

He left the AF while stationed in Wash-

ington, DC. Walter drove a Koester 

bread truck, where he met Jack Lacy, 

the beginning of a lifelong friendship. 

Jack introduced Walter to Bob Jameson 

and they worked and played together 

throughout much of their adult lives. 

Early in the 1950’s, Walter bought his 

first delicatessen in District Heights, 

MD.

In 1954, Walter drove past Hyde field 

in Clinton, MD, and became mesmer-

ized with airplanes. He became hooked 

on the speed of planes, buying his first 

plane shortly after. Eventually, Walter, 

Bob, and Jack became business part-

ners and flying buddies. They would fly 

their planes many times to Cuba, Cali-

fornia, Las Vegas, Canada, New York, 

and Florida. Their flying escapades 

would have you crying from laughter – 

you quickly understood that someone 

from above was taking care of them. A 

favorite expression for Walter after ev-

ery flight was “we cheated death again.”

Walter could read people like a book, 

if you were a male of any age, he expect-

ed a firm handshake, a firm handshake 

meant you had character. Heaven help 

the guy who threw up a “cold fish for a 

handshake.” Additionally, an important 

character trait for Walter was honesty, 

he didn’t believe you could declare your 

honesty – you show and demonstrate 

honesty by your actions more than just 

words.

He’s survived by his wife, Susan D 

Staley, and children (grandchildren): 

Debbie (Staley) Brock (Cheri Hilty, 

Kristin Smith); Dale Staley (Johnny, 

Ryan, Justin, Tony, Kristina); Steven 

and Terry (wife) Staley (Brandon, 

Chad, Courtney, Taylor); and Jeanie 

Cox (Bill, Shanty, Free). He had many 

great grandchildren.

Walter was preceded in death by his 

loving daughter, Terri Staley (Michael 

Calub). Walter was a key figure in Mi-

chael’s life, whom is married to Cynthia 

Calub. Walter was very close with his 

brother-in-law, Clif Williams and his wife 

Sharon. All of whom loved him dearly 

and will never forget his firmness, wit, 

undying love, and care for them.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 

donations to Calvert Hospice (410-535-

0892, www.calverthospice.org) in mem-

ory of Walter D. Staley.

www.leefuneralhomes.com

Alice Theodora Wagner

Alice Theodora “Teddy” (Grey) Wagner 

passed away on January 8, 2019, at the age 

of 92. She was born on August 13, 1926 in 

Washington, DC, Teddy was the daughter 

of Irving M. and Alice Ellen (Biddle) Grey, 

who were both raised in St. John’s Orphan-

age in Washington, DC. The youngest of five 

children, she was named after her mother 

and President Theodore Roosevelt.

When she was 15 years old, Teddy worked 

as a messenger at Woodward & Lothrop in 

downtown DC. She started working for the 

U.S. government (General Services Admin-

istration) during World War II and retired in 

1975.

Teddy’s father taught her the love of all 

sports — but especially baseball. She loved 

her Washington Senators, now the Washing-

ton Nationals. She saw Babe Ruth and Wal-

ter Johnson (her favorite) play. She passed 

the love of baseball to her children and 

grandchildren.

Teddy loved shopping, traveling, and 

watching her favorite game shows – Wheel 

of Fortune and Jeopardy! every evening. 

Teddy was devoted to her Episcopal church-

es – St. Stephen’s and the Incarnation, St. 

Paul’s Rock Creek, and All Souls in Wash-

ington, DC; St. James in Lothian, MD; and, 

for the last decade, St. Philip’s in Annapolis, 

MD.

Teddy met her husband, Robert W. Wag-

ner Jr. on a blind date in July 1944 and six 

weeks later on Sept. 2, 1944, they eloped. 

After World War II ended, they moved to a 

farm in Turin, Monona Co., Iowa, and had 

three children. The family moved back to 

Washington, DC in 1952 and eventually set-

tled in Hyattsville, MD. Teddy subsequently 

lived in Ft. Myers, FL; Kensington, MD; and 

Owings, MD. For the past 11 years, Teddy 

was loved and cared for by the wonderful 

staff of Sunrise of Annapolis Senior Living.

Teddy is survived by her three children: 

Robert W. Wagner III, of Chesapeake Beach, 

MD; Evelyn (Wagner) Tipton and husband 

Dennis, of Owings, MD; Barbara Jane (Wag-

ner) Grant and husband Gary, of Atlanta, 

GA. She was a beloved grandmother to Mi-

chelle (Wagner) Schadt and husband Scott; 

Tricia Tipton; Scott Tipton and wife Linna; 

Amy Tipton; and Andrew Whitacre and wife 

Lindsay. She was the great grandmother of 

Emily, Lydia and Lyla Wagner, and Michael 

Grant Whitacre. Teddy was preceded in 

death by her husband, parents, and siblings: 

Irving H. Grey, Sarah Elizabeth “Dolly” 

Grey, Stephen B. Grey, William J. Grey; and 

her grandson, Robert W. Wagner IV.

Teddy’s faith in God, positive attitude 

and beautiful smile will be with us forever. 

“Wherever I am, God is. And all is well.”

Family invites friends to Lee Funeral 

Home, Calvert, Owings, MD 20736 on Satur-

day, January 12 at 9 a.m. until start of Funer-

al Services at 9:45 a.m. Burial will be private.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests me-

morial contributions in the name of Alice 

T. Wagner be sent to: St. Philip’s Episcopal 

Church, Rector’s Fund, 730 Bestgate Road, 

Annapolis, MD 21401 ~ or ~ Washington Na-

tional Cathedral, Preservation Fund, 3101 

Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 

20016.

www.leefuneralhomes.com

Obituaries

for the purpose of land preservation. 
The commissioners were on the cusp 
of doing away with the program before 
deciding to table the decision.

Leavitt said he made the mistake of 
watching the video online when he got 
home from the state’s farm bureau con-
vention, and that he could not sleep until 
3 a.m. “It’s not the easiest thing to deal 
with,” he said. “It’s a complicated issue. 
There are multiple moving parts and it 
takes so long for someone especially 
that’s not been really close to the pro-
gram for a long time to get the history.”

The president said the information 
presented at the meeting was not ac-
curate. “That gives us a chance as the 
farm bureau to go to work and be more 
engaged to have a better and more com-
prehensive dialogue with the county 
commissioners,” Leavitt said. He said 
they must start a new dialogue and 
make some positive changes or those 
who seek to put their properties in pres-
ervation will suffer. 

“The [agricultural preservation] pro-
gram in and of itself is not perfect. The 
ideology behind it is excellent. It brings 
together the ag community, the devel-
opment community, and it provides 
houses for people.” Leavitt said some 
involved on both the civilian and regu-
latory sides have abused the program 
counter to its initial intent. 

“We’re going to talk about land preser-
vation — I guarantee it,” farmer, former 
state secretary of agriculture and newly 
installed Commissioner “Earl” Buddy 
Hance (R) said. “I have faith in the new 
board.”

“I think it is important for the new 
board to hear the history of how and 
why the programs were developed and 
what’s been in place, and I think more 
importantly how we move forward from 
here,” County Administrator Terry 
Shannon said. “It’s on the horizon.”

Farmer and former commissioner 
candidate Susie Hance-Wells asked that 
the county inform the farm bureau of 
any agricultural-related agenda items 
before the commissioners.

Department of Planning and Zoning 
Director Mark Willis fell on the sword 
for any “miscommunication” regard-
ing the December meeting, noting that 
more was to be discussed.

Willis promised to have an “open door” 
for the farming community, a theme that 
was replicated many times, with humor, 
throughout the night as speakers best-
ed one another by promising to have 
doors wide open, even two doors open, 
and finally Hance said he has “no doors” 

as barriers to communication with him. 
Sheriff Mike Evans (R) also said he is 
available to help 24/7.

Former Calvert County Planning 
Commission vice chair Michael Phipps 
suggested having an agricultural pres-
ervation “primer” for the planning com-
mission because since his departure in 
late 2016, there has not been a member 
of the agricultural community on the 
planning board.

The Purchase and Retirement Fund 
“‘leaves our rural landscapes intact. It 
allows for rural economies, which cre-
ate food, fiber and jobs. It leaves forests, 
meadows and marshes for wildlife. It 
provides stream buffers and lowers 
impervious surfaces, thus helping to 
protect waterways like the Chesapeake 
Bay, Patuxent River and local creeks,’” 
Huntingtown farmer Morris Suit said, 
reading excerpts from a Dec. 28 letter to 
the editor in The Calvert Recorder from 
Greg Bowen, who wears many hats in 
preservation and agricultural groups.

Suit also pointed out that Commission-
ers’ President Thomas “Tim” Hutchins 
(R) and Commissioner Mike Hart (R) 
were not in attendance, while applaud-
ing Hance, Commissioner Steve Weems 
(R) and Commissioners’ Vice President 
Kelly McConkey (R) for attending. 
Leavitt praised McConkey for being 
one of the first incoming commission-
ers to meet the farm bureau, and said 
Hutchins was ill that evening and could 
not attend.

Sen. Jack Bailey (R–Calvert, St. 
Mary’s) said his grandfather left his 
farms to his father and his family was 
able to get one farm in land preservation 
and is working on another.

“So, that is something that is near and 
dear to my heart and something that we 
are working with. I will try to be an ally” 
for the farming community, he said. 

Other issues broached were the treat-
ment of agricultural tax assessment 
and agricultural incentives if a farmer 
is unable to continually work the land 
in preservation. Del. Gerald W. “Jerry” 
Clark (R–Calvert, St. Mary’s) promised 
to look into the issue.

Former commissioner candidate Hol-
ly Budd asked about the future of hemp, 
the cannabis plant, and its production 
in the state in light of how the federal 
government looks at it under the new 
farm bill. Clark said Morgan State Uni-
versity will conduct a pilot program on 
the value of cultivating hemp, an initia-
tive he supported in hopes it would be 
at MSU’s Jefferson Patterson Park and 
Museum location in St. Leonard.

“We had a couple of hemp bars in ses-
sion in our committee meeting. It wasn’t 
too bad — it was pretty good stuff,” 
Clark smiled, drawing laughter.
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has been walking with the 
aid of a cane lately.

“An MRI and series of 
tests showed a low blood 
cell count and after a num-
ber of weeks, like many 
men, this past July, I was 
diagnosed with prostate 
cancer along with my os-
teopathic issues,” Miller 
said in a press statement 
issued Thursday.

Miller said after the leg-
islative session last year, 
a doctor evaluated his is-
sues and prescribed a se-
ries of shots to deal with 
the pain. 

Despite these treat-
ments, Miller reported 
the pain did not subside 
and on Dec. 27, he awoke 
with a sharp pain in his 
leg. After another series 
of tests at Johns Hopkins 
University, the oncologist 
informed him and his 
family that the prostate 
cancer could no longer be 
managed through phar-
maceuticals alone and ad-
ditional treatment would 
be necessary.

“Beyond my tremen-
dous love for my wife and 
family, I have no greater 
commitment than to the 
success and stability of 
the Maryland Senate. 
I have been told that in 
spite of my treatments, I 
will be fully able to join my 
colleagues and preside 
this session,” Miller said.

Miller said he has never 
sought to retain the posi-
tion of Senate president 
out of personal gratifi-
cation, “but out of a true 
belief I could lead the 
body to the tremendous 
achievements we have ac-

complished together over 
the years.”

He said he decided to 
share his personal health 
issues because he owes 
Marylanders his honesty.

Miller said “with your 
continued support and 
indulgence, I fully intend 
to fight this disease as 
so many have and to ful-
ly carry out my Senate 
responsibilities. There 
are not enough words to 
thank you all for your con-
tinued support and ser-
vice to our great state of 
Maryland. Now, let’s get 
to work.”

Del. Michael Jack-

son (D-Calvert, Prince 
George’s) said he was not 
privy to any particulars 
prior to the announce-
ment, but shared a mo-
ment with him alone in 
his office.

“I have had the pleasure 
being in proximity of him 
in the political arena in 
preparation for my future 
run for sheriff since 1988. 
During that time the sher-
iff’s office headquarters 
sat in his district so we 
all work closely with his 
team,” Jackson said. “I’m 
honored he asked me to 
join the 27th team.”
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