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Please describe a county program in depth that you feel is unique to your county. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Many county Farm Bureau’s are involved in their county fairs. They may sponsor events, 
volunteer, participate in the market sale, or judge a class, but Frederick County Farm Bureau does 
it all! We sponsor several different display & activity booths, assist with the cost of bussing over 
5,000 school children in for an educational day, provide the MAEF mobile science lab for all 10 
days of the fair, serve as tour guides and help with various other events.  
 
The Great Frederick Fair has a building dedicated to Ag Education Awareness. It houses City 
Streets, Country Roads- consisting of many displays and interactive booths that promote 
agriculture to the general public. Farm Bureau is responsible for one of the booths, where we 
provide educational information throughout the fair. Over the span of four days when school 
children are bussed in and tours are available, we have volunteers who man the booth and offer 
kid-friendly, ag-related activities. Bus loads of school students attended the fair from Prince 
George’s, Montgomery, Carroll and Washington counties.  We have demonstrated making butter 
from scratch in an old-fashioned hand churn, allowing each child an opportunity to turn the 
crank. Each child and parent chaperone is given the directions to make butter at home in a jar. 
There is a display on common GMO foods we see in our everyday life where volunteers show 
what it would be like without genetic engineering. For example, they show what corn looked like 
years ago versus the ears that are produced today, as well as wormy apples compared to a 
beautiful GMO apple. This presentation was developed from information from AFBF provided at 
the 2016 AFBF convention in Orlando. Three different MFB brochures were on display for the 
taking at all times.  
 
Frederick County Farm Bureau has a huge presence in the Farm and Garden Building. FCFB always 
has a table where we promote Farm Bureau and membership. We use the pop-up displays from 
MFB, as well as county-specific promotional items. At this display, we also offer fun kid-friendly 
activities on certain days when school children are touring. In the past, we have offered finger 
painting with “dippydot” paints for ag-themed coloring pages, stickers, stamps, ag-themed 
bookmarks to stamp or color, My-Plate fans to decorate with fruit and veggie stickers, and 
“commodity bracelets”.  There is also a “grow a soybean” necklace, pumpkin face plates, Garden 
Greenies, etc. This past year we also offered a photo booth. In order to use the photo booth, 
fairgoers were asked to provide their email address in return for the opportunity to take fun 
photos among the straw bales with a straw hat, animal masks, and fun ag-themed sayings. FCFB 
WLC members also have pie dough, ice cream, and pizza making demonstrations. They also had 
a two-foot felt super cheeseburger and a poster depicting the source of all ingredients used to 
make a cheeseburger. A spinning wheel of agricultural questions is available, as well as tub full 
of soybeans that kids can search for toy veggies in.  
 



FCFB is the “Overall Sponsor” for the Great Frederick Fair’s Ag Ed program, as shown on the fair 
website. This program features 6 different tracks (“Spuddy Buddy”, “ One Foot, Two Foot, Bare 
Foot, Shoe Foot”, “It’s Fair Game”, “Fair in a Box”, “Ag…It’s What’s for Lunch!”, and the “Virtual 
Ag Education Tour”) shown through an educational tour of the fairgrounds. Farm Bureau is 
responsible for providing the tour guides who educate parents and students at the different 
areas. The areas include: The Milky Way (dairy education), sheep, goats, fiber, birthing center 
where fairgoers can see live animals being born, swine building, My Plate Garden, City 
Streets/Country Roads pavilion, Machinery Row, beef barn, equine area, garden building, poultry 
and rabbit building, 4-H & FFA building, household building, and the Grandstand and Fair history.  
The tours are for schoolchildren from pre-K to grade 5. All are welcome, including private and 
home-schooled kids. Part of Farm Bureau’s sponsorship goes towards bussing public school 
students in on “Fair Day”. A Board member and owner of Catoctin Mountain Orchard donates 
bushels of Gala apples each year. These are free for all fair participants in the Farm and Garden 
building.  
 
A Chaperone Guide is provided, which is a comprehensive book outlining how parents can help 
guide their children through the fair. The guide, developed with help from the Farm Bureau, 
provides fun facts for each area of the fair. For example, if no guide is available at the Milky Way 
dairy exhibit, the parent chaperone would have pictures of the 6 major dairy breeds and 
characteristics, as well as basic info on why farmers choose the breeds they do.  
 
Frederick County Farm Bureau is also responsible for securing the MAEF mobile science lab for 
all 10 days of the fair. Our Board of Directors and Women’s Leadership Committee split the cost 
to provide the trailer, which has thousands of people come through it during the duration of the 
fair.  
  


	Please describe a county program in depth that you feel is unique to your county.
	______________________________________________________________________________

